
   
      Anzac Day 
        23-24 April 2016

As it does every year, the Saturday morning of the 
2016 ANZAC weekend began with the Association 

hosting 60-odd New Zealanders at the Beaudignies Mu-
nicipal Hall. Herbert Farrant gave his historical talk in 
English, followed by a visit to the Beaudignies, Romeries 
and Vertigneul cemeteries where the New Zealand sol-
diers who fell during the liberation of Le Quesnoy are 
buried.

    

Our Kiwi friends’ fondness is spreading and many of you have offe-
red to host our visitors in 2017 and 2018. To do this please use the 
association’s email address: kiwilequesnoy@wanadoo.fr

In this newsletter you will also read about our October trips to 
various memorials.

I hope you enjoy the newsletter 
and I hope to see you at 6 p.m. 
on 4 November 2016 at the foot 
of the Belfry (tower) for the 
anniversary of the town’s libera-
tion by the New Zealand forces.

Association President : 
Marie-José Burlion
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       A Rich, Exchange-Filled Summer      
After a few months’ absence, our newsletter has once again been 
published to keep you up-to-date with the association’s major 
events.
The Centenary Ceremonies have confirmed our Kiwi friends’ fond-
ness for the town of Le Quesnoy as a major destination for First 
World War remembrance. Hundreds of Kiwis have come here to 
pay their respects to the fallen.
As well as the magnificent Anzac Day ceremony on the 23rd and 
24th of April 2016, we also hosted two 50-strong musical groups of 
young New Zealanders in July 2016. The New Zealand Youth Choir 
and the Aotea Youth Symphony provided the population of Le 
Quesnoy with two exceptional concerts at the 3 Chênes Theatre. 
I’d like to thank the many Le Quesnoy families that hosted these 
100 young people for their generosity. It was an unforgettable 
experience for everyone involved, rich in emotion and warm 
friendship.

The ANZAC group in Beaudignies1



            Sunday, 24 April

At 6 o’clock in the morning, the Dawn Ce-
remony was attended by several hundred 
people and the NZ Defence Force Maori 
Cultural Group showed their commitment to 
fostering the indigenous culture of their far-
away country. 

During the Town Hall reception, the Mayor, 
Marie-Sophie Lesne, received an unexpected 
and original gift in the form of a painting that 
a New Zealand soldier had taken back to his 
country. It was gifted to the town of Le Ques-
noy by Air Vice-Marshal, Kevin Short.

Nothing has been lost, almost 100 
years later!

                 

        After a picnic put on by the Association, 100-odd people took 
part in a commemorative march from Beaudignies to the New 
Zealand Memorial. Several texts and soldiers’ personal accounts 
were read in both English and French. 

At 5 p.m., Marie-Lou Vézon’s film «The Kiwis in the Great War» 
was once again shown to an audience of 150 people at the 3 
Chênes Theatre. That same evening, another very festive meal 
was put on by the Association at the Vergers Tellier Restaurant.

Aux Vergers Tellier

Cérémonie officielle à l’Hôtel de Ville
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Aux Vergers Tellier

Hommage des jeunes choristes à leurs ainés

A New Zealand Summer in Le Quesnoy
When singing and music boost the Franco-NZ friendship

        In July 2016, the Le Quesnoy-New Zealand Association, the International Exchange Committee and the Town Council orga-
nised two remarkable musical concerts for the people of Le Quesnoy. On the evening of the 8th of July, a full house at the 3 Chênes 
Theatre enjoyed the New Zealand Youth Choir and on the 17th of July, a rich program was offered by the Aotea Youth Symphony 
and the Jolimetz Harmonic Orchestra. 
Organising two events of such importance, within 10 days of each other, was not an easy task. 
But with everybody’s perseverance, the two events, hosting a total of 110 foreigners, went off in good spirits and without a hitch.

We will come back to these two events in the next newsletter.

         Once again, we would like to thank the Town Council, the Association volunteers and particularly those families 
in Le Quesnoy who readily agreed to accommodate the friendly young Kiwis, who, in turn, were very grateful for the 
warm welcome.
Both concerts were of very high quality. The New Zealand Youth Choir’s visit was part of their international tour which 
began in Singapore, then went to Prague, where they won the overall International Choir «Grand Prix” before coming 
to Le Quesnoy. They went to Notre-Dame in Paris before finishing in England.
All the visitors took the opportunity to visit the Le Quesnoy remembrance memorials. We were astounded by gratitude 
they all showed towards the fallen NZ soldiers who gave their lives in our country.  

CEnchantement des oreilles et des yeux
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From One Year to the Next
 Association Trips

         Saturday, 10 October 2015

Thirty-six participants visited the new Artois Graphic Museum near Lens-Lievin, Notre Dame in Lorette and its sanctuary, the 
new Ring of Remembrance and the Souchez War and Peace Historical Centre, which opened in June 2015.
We arrived in Lorette in heavy fog, but the sun came out in Vimy!

          Saturday, 8 October 2016
We visited the Dragon Cave and the ‘Chemin des Dames and admired the beautiful views overlooking the valleys of Aisne and Ailette.  
This year 44 participants visited these Great War memorial sites, in the bright sunshine.

         What’s Happening in October 2017?
After visiting Ypres, the Somme, Lorette and Artois, and the Chemin des Dames, we are now exploring two possibilities:
- Either we visit Péronne and the renovated Museum of the Great War again, including a visit to the town of Peronne. 
- Or we visit the Museum of the Great War at Meaux, which is further away but well worth the full-day trip.

“Du Bout du Monde” is edited by the LQNZ Association, Vice-President Gérard Richon, Photos by Guy Paul Simon and Alain Depelsenaire 
Translations by Peter Rawlingson and his 3rd-year translating students at the University of La Rochelle 

Au musée Guerre et Paix de Souchez

Devant l’entrée du musée de la Caverne du Dragon
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