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Trip to New Zealand
6 - 24 February 2017           

            Christchurch
 Christchurch is the largest city in the South Island, 
with a population of 380,000.
 And yet, as we approached the city centre from 
the airport we were confronted by a strange sight: buil-
dings in ruins, reconstruction sites, a damaged cathedral 
and a shopping mall constructed from shipping contai-
ners.
All the after effects of the earthquakes in 2010 and 2011.

                       
                    EDITORIAL

     
         The main topic of this Newsletter is 
the Association’s recent trip to the “land of 
the long white cloud”, the name given by 
the Maoris when they discovered and sett-
led on the North Island in the 13th and 14th 
centuries.
              This issue contains a description of our 
journey from the South to the North, along 
with some great photos of the main cities 
we visited.
           Our next Newsletter will focus on our 
encounters, the events we attended and the 
warm welcome we received from our New 
Zealand friends. There were many emotio-
nal moments and examples of the spirit of 
deep friendship fostered by the twinning of 
Cambridge and Le Quesnoy.
              The September Newsletter will report 
on New Zealand’s outstanding sites and 
landscapes, which are a result of its volcanic 
activity, climate and strange vegetation.
         Through this series of short articles 
illustrated by photos taken during our trip 
we hope to give our members and other rea-
ders some idea of the close links between 
our countries, as we prepare to welcome 
many visitors from Down Under in 2018 for 
the centenary of the end of the First World 
War.

Gérard Richon, Deputy Chairman
All photos courtesy of Guy-Paul Simon
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                   Gisborne
            After an internal flight from Queenstown 
via Auckland, we landed in Gisborne on the 
East Coast of North Island.
     The easternmost city in New Zealand, 
Gisborne is a coastal city in an essentially 
rural district with a diversified agriculture. 
Gisborne is off the usual tourist trail, but 
we decided to spend two days discovering 
the area after Dr Monty Soutar, a leading 
Maori historian, visited Le Quesnoy two 
years ago, staying with our Association’s 

Chairwoman, Marie-José Burlion. We were joined in Gisborne by the Ambassador of France, H.E. Mrs 
Florence Jeanblanc-Risler, who had expressed a wish to meet us. The traditional Maori welcome we
              received at a Maori meeting house - or Marae - was another highlight of our time in Gisborne.
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             Dunedin
We remained on the East coast of South Island, travelling 350 km further south to another large city, 

Dunedin.

      With its monumental architecture 
and its grid pattern of streets, Du-
nedin is reminiscent of Edinburgh, 
the capital of Scotland. The city 
stretches along the coast, where the 
beautiful deep bays again recall the 
Scottish lochs.
   While in Dunedin we visited the 
famous Taieri Gorge, and discovered 
some spectacular scenery.
    Our sincere thanks to Richard Hemi 
and Dian Rothstein, who organised 
our time in Dunedin.

      After several stops on the way, our 
journey southwest towards the New Zea-
land Alps took us to Queenstown.
      This picturesque town sits on the nor-
thern shores of Lake Wakatipu and faces 
the Remarkables mountain range. It is a 
popular tourist destination and is known 
as the “extreme sports capital of the 
world”!
     We were fortunate to view the scenery 
from an observation point 400 metres 
above the town.

Queenstown
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              Cambridge
     
Cambridge, our twin town, is known as “The Town of Trees”- and rightly so! 
Despite a population of 14,000 it feels like a quiet country town.
Mike Pettit, Chairman of the Cambridge - Le Quesnoy Friendship Association, and Jim Mylchreest, 
Mayor of Waipa, were instrumental in organising a warm and generous welcome for our group. We 
were all touched by the enthusiasm of the people of Cambridge for the twinning relationship initiated 
almost twenty years ago by the Cambridge and Le Quesnoy councils of the time.

                      Auckland
To end our seventeen-day trip “Down Under”, we spent two and a half days in Auckland, the country’s 
capital and largest city. As we drove through the suburbs our guide said “we are not in New Zealand 
now, we are in Auckland”, and it is true that Auckland is very different to the rest of the country.

     A coastal city with huge 
bays opening into the Tas-
man Sea, it has its own small 
motorway network, busy 
business districts and lively 
shopping districts. The city is 
dotted with volcanic cones 
with grass-covered slopes that 
provide wonderful viewpoints. 

      A special thanks to Herbert 
Farrant for making us welcome.
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Helen Pollock in Arras
9 April 2017

As part of the commemorations to mark 
the centenary of the Battle of Arras, the 
“Victory Medal”, a work by New Zealand 
sculptor Helen Pollock, who we met in 
February in the ‘land of the long white 
cloud’, was displayed in the Place des 
Héros, Arras. The sculpture formed the 
heart of a giant poppy formed out of red 
discs bearing commemorative messages 
laid by visitors. The ‘Poppy of Peace’, 
which was unveiled during a very moving 
ceremony, honours all those who fought 
in the First World War, and more specifi-
cally the New Zealand tunnellers.
By Chantal Poulain, 
member of the Association

Anzac Day
22 and 23 April 2017

         We were not unduly surprised by the 
small number of visitors compared to pre-
vious years, as many Kiwis had told us they 
preferred to wait until the “big year”: 2018!
   The Association traditionally orga-
nises Saturday’s events. We provided a picnic lunch for approximately sixty people in Beaudi-
gnies after the morning’s conference on the role of the Rifle Brigade and a tour of the war ceme-
teries. In the afternoon, a group of 45 French and Kiwis took a coach to Feignies, near Maubeuge, 
where we enjoyed a guided tour of the Fort Leveau First World War Museum. As in previous years, 
the Association invited our New Zealand visitors to an evening meal at the Vergers Tellier restaurant, 
which was attended by 80 people in all. The meal was great fun as always, especially when Lucien 
Antoine aka Lulu serenaded us with his accordion! All in all, it was a very successful day thanks to 
our volunteers and to Raymonde Dramez, Mayor of Beaudignies. Thanks to everyone involved.

Look out for an article on Anzac Sunday and the Dawn Ceremony in the next newsletter.
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         School trip to Le Quesnoy
                On Friday, 5 May the Association welcomed students from Wellington College together with 
their French counterparts from Lycée Madeleine-Michelis in Amiens as part of their two-week trip to 
France.
    Together with their teachers, the students retraced the steps of their forebears, visiting the 
battlefields of the Somme and the Artois, including in particular the Wellington Quarry in Arras where 
New Zealand tunnellers dug a network of tunnels in preparation for the Allied offensive.  

   They spent a whole afternoon in Le 
Quesnoy, where they visited the Com-
monwealth cemetery and the New Zea-
land Memorial, honouring the memory of 
soldiers killed during the liberation of the 
town on 4 November 1918. 
They then left for Ypres before returning 
to Wellington on 7 May.

      To end an enjoyable afternoon, Axelle 
Declerck, Deputy Mayor in charge of 
culture and International exchange, 
hosted a reception at the Town Hall for 
the visitors and the members of the Asso-
ciation who had organised the visit. 

2017 - 2018
New dates for your diary
Four events have now been confirmed

1. Saturday 14 October 2017 - Our Association’s annual trip to a remembrance site
This year the Association will be visiting the Museum of the Great War in Péronne (Somme)
• 10am - 12 noon: guided visit of the Museum
• Lunch
• 2.30pm - 4.30pm: “Post-War Reconstruction”. This guided tour will focus on the reconstruction 
of churches and villages in the Péronne area after the Great War.
                                      Find out more in the next Newsletter.

October 2017 - October 2018: The Association is organising a series of conferences

2. 27 October 2017: “1917 - Le Quesnoy in the Great War” 
 by Bernard Debrabant
3. 6 April 2018: “20th Century writers and the First World War”
 by Jean-Pierre Ramette
4. 26 October 2018: “Guillaume Apollinaire, a poet’s war”
 by Paul Raoult

                       The conference venues and times will be announced nearer to the dates.


