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                        EDITORIAL
     
               In this newsletter we look back at some of the key 
moments of our February 2017 trip to New Zealand. This is 
a perfect illustration of the very strong ties that link us to 
this wonderful country, to the town of Cambridge and to 
our kiwi friends. Despite the distance, maintaining our 
long-lasting friendship, on both sides of the globe, is one of 
the main roles of our association. 
 With this in mind, we have drawn up a programme 
of events for the Centenary Commemorations, in which you 
are invited to actively take part (see details on page 4).  We 
will be in touch early in 2018, asking you to host one or more 
of the many New Zealanders who will be visiting our town 
for the 100th anniversary of the liberation of 4th November 
1918. 
 We were very sad to learn that Sue Pickering has 
passed away. Sue was a good friend to Le Quesnoy, and 
worked hard to promote Franco-New Zealand friendship. 
We were happy to see her again in Cambridge, in February 
2017. Mireille Raoult pays a touching tribute to her (page 4). 

I wish you pleasant reading.
Association Chair: Marie José Burlion
Photos courtesy of Guy Paul Simon & Alain Depelsenaire

   A valued friendship
      During every stage of our February trip through 
New Zealand, we were reminded of the strength 
of the ties that have been built up over the years 
between the people of New Zealand and Le Quesnoy. 
Everywhere we went, we were welcomed, officially 
or unofficially, with great warmth. The photos in 
this issue bear testimony to this. 
     In 2016, we welcomed Susan Harding, a teacher 
from Christ’s College, Christchurch, to Le Quesnoy. 
We gave her a tour of the town walls, the memorial 
and the Remembrance Garden and we shared a 
meal together. Upon our arrival in Christchurch in 
February 2017, all her college administrative staff, 
some teaching staff and the senior students turned 
out to give us a warm reception, with moving welcome 
speeches accompanied by a youth orchestra. 

            



            

        Gisborne
Gisborne has a large Maori community 
and we were ceremonially welcomed 
there by Maori representatives in 
a traditional building, or ‘Marae’, 
which serves as a place of worship 
and commemoration, and as  a meeting 
room. It was here that we shared a 
traditional morning tea. 
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               Dunedin: a meeting with the Alliance Française

One of the roles of the Alliance 
Française is to help French people 

abroad to settle in. 
         Members of the Dunedin branch, 
including academics such as Richard 
Hemi and Diana Rothstein (Head of 
the local branch) welcomed us to 
the centre. 
     This small, lively and friendly 
group introduced us to their city 
and the surrounding area.

After an eventful day with visits to 
the University of Otago and the 

Otago Museum, where we learnt more 
about the city’s history, a trip on the 
Taieri Gorge railway, etc... we shared a 
celebration meal together at the 
Alliance Francaise. Some of us sang a 
few French songs!
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Cambridge : our twin town 

Auckland
War Memorial Museum     

When we arrived in Cambridge, 
our host families, organised 

by Mike Pettit (the local twinning 
coordinator) were waiting for us. 
A number of our hosts had already 
been to Le Quesnoy and it was a 
pleasure to renew acquaintances, 
even though we struggled a bit with 
the English language!

One of the highlights of our 
time in Cambridge was a 

gathering organized at the Oak
Arboretum, a park where a memorial 
will be erected in memory of the 
43 soldiers from Cambridge and 
its region who died in the battle 
for the liberation of Le Quesnoy. 
This photo shows a model of the 
memorial with its 43 ferns that 
form a five-meter high cone and 
its designer, Fred Graham.

The last stage of our trip was to 
Auckland where we visited the 

Auckland Museum where valuable 
records are kept about the liberation 
of Le Quesnoy on 4th November 1918. 
They were presented to us by the curator, 
helped by Herbert Farrant, our local 
host.
 The names of Le Quesnoy and 
Beaudignies are engraved on the façade 
of the museum!



A Tribute to Sue Pickering
We shall never see Sue’s sweet smile again. 
A French teacher in Cambridge, New Zealand, married to farmer Tom Pickering, Sue was there at the start of the 
Cambridge-Le Quesnoy twintowning, serving as a translator. She knew France very well having crisscrossed it 
with her husband. She was proud to tell us that one of her son’s had learned about winegrowing at the renowned 
Petrus domain in the Bordeaux region, before starting his own vineyard in the North Island. Sue came to Le 
Quesnoy many times and often welcomed Le Quesnoy residents to her home.

All our thoughts are with her husband Tom, her children and her friends in Cambridge.
                       Mireille Raoult

An update of centenary events organised by the association 
(October 2017 - November 2018) 

Conferences:
- Friday, 27th October 2017, 1917, Le Quesnoy residents in the Great War, a conference by Bernard Debrabant, 
Chairman of the Historical Circle, about the fate of several Le Quesnoy residents during 1917, a year of turmoil 
and chaos.
- Friday, 2nd February 2018, Maori Art, a conference by Gaëlle Cordier, lecturer at the Matisse Museum, Le 
Cateau 
- Friday, 6th April 2018, ‘Writers of the Great War: Genevoix in the Meuse (1915), Manning in the Somme (1916) 
and Jünger in the Artois (1918), How can one retell one’s own war, and why?’ by Jean-Pierre Ramette, a classical 
literature lecturer.
- Friday, 26th October 2018, Guillaume Apollinaire, a Great War poet, a conference by Paul Raoult, honorary 
Senator. 

The four conferences will take place in the Le Quesnoy Town Hall at 7 p.m.
Concerts:
Saturday, 21st April 2018 at 5 p.m., at the 3 Chênes Theatre (as part of Anzac Day): The Armed Man by Karl 
Jenkins, interpreted by the Voce Allegre vocal group, the Le Quesnoy Residents’ Choir and the Gamins Gamines 
children’s choir.
1st - 9th November 2018, we will welcome the Cambridge Brass Band (from our twin city) and several 
performances will be given. This highly regarded musical group will also be joining forces with our local musicians. 
                                                         More about this in the next Newsletters.
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