
N° 19
May 2018

                      
                        

Issue number 19 of our Newsletter, announced for Spring 2018, is here at long last! 
The organisation of the 2018 ANZAC weekend and of a series of conferences as part of the Centenary 
commemorations has taken up a lot of our time, delaying the release of this issue in French and its 

translation into English. 
Our small team of volunteers has been very busy drafting, designing and translating posters and flyers, the 
programme and slides for the April 21 Concert, and two versions (French and English) of a leaflet about 
our Association. 
We have also had the pleasure of welcoming lots of visitors from New Zealand, with many more expected 
for the Centenary of the liberation of our town on November 4, 2018. 
Thank you for your patience and loyalty. We hope you enjoy this issue of our Newsletter, entitled: 
‘LOOKING FORWARD’. 
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We held our AGM on 17 February 2018. Marie-José Burlion, President, opened the meeting by 
paying tribute to two ladies who sadly passed away in 2017. 
Two women from opposite sides of the world, who did much to reinforce the bonds of friendship 

that unite us. In New Zealand, Sue Pickering died in Waiheke Island on September 5th at 
the age of 77. A French teacher in Cambridge, she was involved in the twinning 

of our two towns from the outset. She knew France well and her help as 
a translator was invaluable. She visited Le Quesnoy several times with 

her husband Tom; she was a faithful friend, with an endearing 
personality. A tribute was paid to her in our last newsletter. 
In France, Gabrielle Lesne died in Le Quesnoy on December 3rd 
at the age of 92. She had been a member of the Association 
since its creation. She lived for many years at the Pont à Pierre 
farm in Beaudignies, where the NZ troops rested before the 

attack of 4 November 1918 and which also served as a field infirmary.  
She was always happy to open her historic home to visitors from 

New Zealand, and took great pleasure in showing her collection of photos, 
depicting a time in our history that is so important to our Kiwi friends.
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                             LOOKING FORWARD

The 2018 ANZAC weekend was a huge success. One hundred friends from New Zealand were joined by large 
numbers of local people for the special events that punctuated the weekend: the Saturday concert was almost 
sold out and crowds lined the top of the town walls during the official commemorations on Sunday. And the 
sun shone throughout!
It was, of course, the Centenary ANZAC Day and many were determined not to miss it. The crowds will no doubt 
be even bigger in November for the Centenary of the Liberation. At the time of writing, 400 New Zealanders 
have said they will be attending: we will give them a warm and respectful welcome, as always. This is one of the 
main objectives of our Association, and a hallmark of the people of Le Quesnoy. 
It is likely, however, that from 2019 the ANZAC Weekend - or at least the Saturday, which is traditionally 
organised by our Association - will look somewhat different. We will need to take various factors into account. 
For example, many of the New Zealanders who have faithfully attended during the Centennial years of 2014 to 
2018 will no doubt choose not to undertake such a long journey again (22,000 km), for all kinds of reasons – not 
least financial!
It is not clear whether the Dawn Service, organised on the Sunday by the New Zealand authorities and the Town 
Hall, will be held again. Without wishing to comment on this decision, it is undeniable that the Service has been 
a highlight of the commemorations; in its absence the New Zealand contingent will undoubtedly be smaller.
Herbert Farrant, one of the driving forces behind ANZAC Saturday in Le Quesnoy, who traditionally gives a 
historical talk in English and a guided tour of the New Zealand cemeteries before leading a time of reflection 
and remembrance at the Memorial, has decided to step aside after 22 years of dedication and commitment. 
Finally, the opening of the New Zealand museum on the site of the former gendarmerie, scheduled for the end 
of 2018 and 2019, will no doubt create opportunities for new cultural initiatives with New Zealand. 
For all these reasons we, as an Association, aim to anticipate change and so be able, when the time comes, to 
offer a “new look” ANZAC weekend that is just as memorable. 
We have already begun by proposing the ANZAC Concert and a cycle of conferences, which have gone down 
very well, with a view to broadening the scope of our commemorative events to include cultural exchanges. 
We are counting on our existing members to support us as we move forward in this new direction, and also 
hope to attract new people – all newcomers are welcome!  

Gérard Richon, Vice-President / Photos courtesy of Guy-Paul Simon & Alain Depelsenaire / English translation: 
Jackie Dupont
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November 2017 
Cambridge 

April 2018 Beaudignies

The Le Quesnoy Nouvelle-Zélande 
Association was present on Armistice 

Day in Cambridge, our twin town. The 
Association was represented by our 
treasurer, Olivier Duquesnoy, who gave 
a speech recalling the bonds of friendship 
that unite Quercitains (people of Le 
Quesnoy) and Kiwis, and the role played 
by the Association to develop these 
ties and to ensure visitors to our town 
receive a warm welcome. He stressed 
that we were looking forward to seeing 
unprecedented numbers of New Zealanders 
over the Centenary year. He also passed 
on a message of friendship from our 
President, Marie-José Burlion, and all the 
members.
At the invitation of the New Zealand 
authorities, he laid a wreath at the foot 
of the war memorial in the name of the 
French people, in the absence of the 
French Ambassador.

A FAMILIAR FACE
Most members of the Association have heard about 
Herbert Farrant, a key figure in the ANZAC weekend 
over the past 22 years. Here he is giving his last ever 
lecture on the Battle of Le Quesnoy in Beaudignies 
village hall.

We will pay tribute to him in a future Newsletter.



Saturday, 21 April 2018 :
Respects were paid and friends were made
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Our team of willing volunteers laid on 
a picnic lunch for 120 people. 
The picnic was a great opportunity to 
rest our feet and get to know each 
other better.

The walk from Beaudignies to the Memorial in Le Quesnoy was 
punctuated by readings given by French and New Zealand students.

(photo: a young New Zealander)

Following in the footsteps of the 
troops!
The bravest and fittest set out 
under a blazing sun.



After the concert Marie-José Burlion congratulated and thanked the two musical directors, 
Sylvie Décaudin and Sophie Polvent.

The Concert finale. The photo on the screen was taken in New Zealand during the Association’s 
last trip in February 2017. The last movement of Karl Jenkin’s «Mass for Peace» ends in a spirit 
of hope and peace; the beauty of the landscape behind the Voce vocal group reflected this.

Monday, 23 April, 9 a.m. 15 students from Invercargill 
College in front of the municipal hostel (the 
“Barracks”). This enthusiastic group spent two 
days in Le Quesnoy. They then visited Arras and 
the Wellington Tunnels, before returning to 
Paris and then New Zealand.
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    On 14 October 2017, the Association chose Péronne 
in the Somme for its Autumn excursion. 
In the morning, after a short coffee stop, we 
discovered the very impressive Museum of 
the Great War. Exhibits and documents on the 
Battles of the Somme are presented in a very 
clear manner, and we all learnt a lot. Laurent 
Véray’s film on a pivotal moment of the war in 
1916 was undoubtedly the highlight of the visit. 

   In the afternoon, Marie-Claire Mourouvin, an 
architect, took us on a guided tour of post-war 
reconstruction in Péronne, with a particular focus 
on religious buildings. 

We were able to compare three very different 
churches: St Médard de Fresnes-Mazancourt 
church, which was rebuilt between 1928 and 1931 
and which dates back to the 12th century, the 
imposing Chaulnes church, rebuilt between 1926 
and 1930, and finally, St Jean-Baptiste de Péronne 
church, which was rebuilt between 1925 and 1932 
in an imitation of the Flamboyant Gothic style. This 
was a fascinating insight into a topic that is rarely 
covered in First World War tours: the reconstruction 
of our towns and the emergence of a new architectural 
approach. 

To end the day in Péronne our knowledgeable guide 
showed us around the Town Hall.
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                          The group in front of Chaulnes church 

Annual excursion to a First World War remembrance site       
Looking back … looking forward

Saturday, 13 October 2018
This year we will be travelling across the border to the Mons Memorial Museum.
This new and extremely interesting museum is essentially dedicated to the 1914-1918 period.
After lunch, we will take a guided tour of the area and the Battle of Mons (23 August 1914).
We also plan to end the day by visiting the Carnières Collarmont French cemetery near Morlanwelz.

Members will receive further details shortly – don’t forget to save the date!


