
n° 21
February 2019

1

EDITORIAL 
First of all, I would like to wish you and your families a Happy New 
Year: health, joy and happiness.
This 21st edition of our Newsletter looks back on the events held in 
November 2018 to commemorate the centenary of the liberation 
of Le Quesnoy by the New Zealand troops on 4 November 1918.  
The Association was very much involved in the Centenary, together 
with the local council and the NZ Embassy, and worked hard to give 
the 500+New Zealanders who travelled to join us for this special 
moment the welcome they deserved.
The Association assigned itself three main tasks:
1)  Hosting around one hundred New Zealanders
2) Welcoming the Cambridge Brass Band, which spent a week in Le 
Quesnoy, and organising a series of events for the Band culminating 
in an unforgettable concert on Wednesday 7 November at which 
the Band performed alongside two local French bands. 
3) Organising the Friendship Dinner on Saturday 3 November for 
460 guests, including 330 New Zealanders. The evening was a 
resounding success. Dame Patsy Reddy, Governor General of New 
Zealand, honoured us with her presence at the beginning of the 
meal. 
I would like to thank all the members of the Committee, the forty 
or so families who offered to host our Kiwi friends, the Mayor and 
councillors, our partners and all the volunteers who contributed 
to the success of this event and helped the Association to achieve 
the goals it had set. We are proud that the Centenary conferences, 
concerts and meals we organised were attended by a total of 
almost 1,650 people.
Our members and other volunteers rose to the challenge with 
enthusiasm; it wasn’t easy but the satisfaction was commensurate 
with the effort required. Thank you again.
In 2019 the Association will be taking a new direction as, while 
continuing to fulfil our duty of remembrance, we will be focussing 
more on cultural activities aimed at everyone with an interest in 
our history. We will present our plans at the next AGM, which will 
be held at the slightly later date of Friday 26 April so that those of 
our members who are not local but who will be in Le Quesnoy for 
the Anzac Day weekend (27 and 28 April) can attend. 
I look forward to seeing you then, and hope you enjoy this special 
issue.
Marie-José Burlion, Président.

  Centenary
      Issue

Dame Patsy Reddy, Governor General of New Zealand
Marie-José had the great idea of setting up this board 
during the Friendship Dinner on Saturday, November 3, 
2018. Many of the guests signed it and added messages. 
The Association hopes the board will be exhibited at the 
New Zealand Museum when it opens. 
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 500 New Zealanders travelled to Le Quesnoy for the com-
memorations and celebrations on 2, 3, 4 and 7 November; 
they discovered a full programme of events organised by their 
national authorities, the Town of Le Quesnoy and the Association Le 
Quesnoy Nouvelle-Zélande ... and the sun shone! Many locals joined 
our visitors on the Saturday for the outdoor theatre performance and 
projection mapping show before our Friendship Dinner, where 330 New 
Zealanders and 130 French sat down together. The official com-
memoration was held at the memorial on 4 November and streamed 
on big screens in the church and marquees. The inauguration of the 
future museum also attracted a crowd. Last but not least, there was not 
a single empty seat in the theatre on Wednesday 7 November for the 
Friendship Concert.

 The future site of the New Zealand War Memorial 
Museum was inaugurated on the Sunday afternoon. 
The museum will be housed in the former gendarmerie, 
which has already been partially renovated. A sculpture 
by the New Zealand artist Helen Pollock, «Victory Medal», 
has been installed in the grounds and formed the focal 
point for the inauguration ceremony. More about this 
thought-provoking piece of art in a future newsletter....

Peace Gardens have been created on First World War remembrance sites to mark the Centenary. The gardens were commissioned 
by the First World War Centenary Partnership Program, Art et Jardins-Hauts de France and the Hauts de France Regional Authority.
In the Nord, Fromelles and Le Quesnoy were selected because of their significance in the First World War.
Two gardens have been inaugurated in our town to date:  Rangimarie  (‘peace’ in Maori) is the New Zealand garden located at the 
foot of the fortifications, below the Memorial; À l’assaut du rampart is a Belgian garden that mirrors the town walls, near the statue 
of the Lady and her Dog. Both encourage calm reflection.
A third garden will be created in Le Quesnoy later this year by a Portuguese team.

Rangimarie (‘peace’ in Maori)      A l’assaut du rampart, the Belgian garden 

    Centenary Weekend in Le Quesnoy 
         3 and 4 November 2018 
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       Colin Averill, the son of Leslie Averill, 
and Marie-Sophie Lesnes, Mayor of 
Le Quesnoy, epitomise the friendship 
between our countries in this lovely 
photo. More than 70 members of the 
Averill family travelled to Le Quesnoy; 
some had never met before, and the 
youngest was just two weeks old!

A wonderful atmosphere, a delicious 
meal provided by the ‘La Bellevue’ 
restaurant in Le Quesnoy, efficient 
table service and truly excellent choral 
and musical performances by the 
Cambridge Brass Band, Rebecca Nelson 
and the Voices New Zealand Choir.

    The organisation of such a big event was a 
challenge for the Association committee, and planning 
began 8 months beforehand. The hard work and some 
sleepless nights were rewarded by the many warm com-
ments from the 460 guests and their obvious enjoyment 
of the evening.
View of the tables before the first guests arrived.

            The Association was honoured to 
welcome Dame Patsy Reddy, Governor 
General of New Zealand and Ambassador 
Jane Coombs, who spent some time 
with us at the start of the evening.

Saturday 3 November 2018
                    Friendship Dinner
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The Association looked after the members of the Cambridge Brass Band during their week-long stay (1-7 November). The Band is 
a family-oriented community brass band with some very talented young musicians.
Some of the fifty-strong group (musicians and their supporters) stayed in the town hostel known as the Barracks, while others 
opted for a hotel in Valenciennes. The group attended the official ceremonies, and performed at the Friendship Concert on 
November 7. Band members also played in two retirement homes, and were enthusiastically applauded by the residents. The 
junior members spent a morning in a local school, where singing and music quickly broke down the language barriers. Our warm 
thanks to local music teacher David Renaux.

Chevray School

Harmonie Retirement Home

Vauban Retirement Home 

Chevray School

Hosting the Cambridge Brass-Band



Mercredi 7 novembre 2018 / Wednesday 7 November 2018

 Friendship and Twinning CONCERT 
 CONCERT de l’amitié et du jumelage

“MUSIC FROM THE UTTERMOST ENDS 
OF THE EARTH”

“MUSIQUES DU BOUT DU MONDE ”

THEÂTRE DES 3 CHÊNES

LE QUESNOY

The composer Dwayne Bloomfield 
explained that reading the diaries of 
Lieutenant Leslie Averill gave him an 
insight into what happened in Le 
Quesnoy in 1918. This inspired a new 
composition, “The Liberation of Le 
Quesnoy”, which was premiered at the 
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Harmonie municipale du Ques-
noy
Direction : Jean-Claude Le-
queux

Cambridge Brass Band
Direction : Rob Hocking

Brass Band du Hainaut 
Direction : Thibaut Bruniaux 
                     Gaetan Vienne

“La libération du Quesnoy”
Direction : Dwayne Bloomfield

Friendship Concert by the Hainaut and 
Cambridge Brass Bands, to rapturous 
applause.
Jean-Claude Lequeux and the local 
orchestra, l’Harmonie Municipale du 
Quesnoy, got the evening off to a 
cracking start.
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Sue Fox Warren

Mike Petitt

Arne Herrmann

Ian, Shar and Robbie 
Averill

On Tuesday, December 4, one 
month after the Centenary, the 
Association invited all the host 
families back for a drinks evening 
and debrief. 
The feedback was unanimously 
positive: it was a joy to welcome 
such friendly and polite guests; it 
was immensely satisfying to realise 
that cultural differences and language 
barriers could be overcome; it was 
great fun to discover that communication is possible even with just a smattering of words. 
Thank you again to all our host families!

    Welcoming our New Zealand visitors into our homes     Excursion to Mons and Morlanwetz
                                                                                13 October 2018

Horomona Horo

Sue Graham   Kim Coltman

One hundred or so New Zealand visitors (including the members of Voices New Zealand Choir) stayed with families in Le Quesnoy 
and the surrounding villages. All the host families were willing volunteers, and some had previously hosted members of the New 
Zealand Youth Choir and the Aotea Youth Symphony in July 2016.



Sue Fox Warren
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 48 members of the Association set off on Saturday 13 October for our traditional annual excursion to a First World 
War remembrance site. This year, after some initial research by Jean-Philippe Froment and a reconnaissance trip in June, we 
proposed a visit to Mons in Belgium and the recently renovated MMM, or Mons Memorial Museum. The day’s focus was the 
Battle of Mons on 23 and 24 August 1914.  Little is known about the battle in France, although its name is familiar to Brits and 
Gemans as it was their first major engagement in the war. However, it was important for the French too, as the Battle of Mons 
and the Battle of Le Cateau on 26 August delayed the German advance and bought valuable time for the French forces, leading 
to victory at the First Battle of the Marne early in September.
30,000 British troops fought with great valour for 2 days before being overwhelmed by the numerical superiority of the 
Germans (90,000 men), and retreating to Landrecies and Le Cateau.
It was at this battle that the British suffered their first losses, and that the first Victoria Crosses were awarded. Likewise, the 
first Iron Cross was awarded after the battle.

 We started off by visiting Saint Symphorien Cemetery. 
The cemetery is unique for two reasons: first, its garden 
layout is very different from the typical row upon row of 
stones. Second, Allied and German soldiers lie side by side 
in it.
In 1916 the area was occupied by the German forces. The 
landowner, Jean Houzeau de Lehaie (1867 1959) was a 
wealthy and eminent botanist with a special interest in 
bamboos, and a humanist. 
He met a German officer, captain Roëmer, who was looking 
for a plot to bury the bodies of his comrades and decided 
to requisition some of the land. Jean Houzeau offered him 
another site instead, on the one condition that it would 
become a cemetery for all nationalities without exception.  
Work began in 1916 and the cemetery was inaugurated on 
September 6, 1917, when the area was still under German 
occupation. The Prince of Bavaria and the Duke of Württemberg attended alongside the Belgian authorities.

               We then split into 2 groups for a guided tour of the Museum.
The Mons Memorial Museum is housed in a remarkable 19th Century 
listed building on a site that was occupied as early as the Middle Ages.  
The central space is devoted to the First World War. The very informative 
displays explain the history of Mons in the light of international events 
at the time and then follow through to the Second World War.

After a tasty lunch in Morlanwetz, members of the local history 
circle took us to Collarmont cemetery where many French soldiers 
are buried, then hosted a drinks reception.
It was a lovely way to end a fascinating day. Many thanks to our 
Belgian neighbours and friends.

    Welcoming our New Zealand visitors into our homes     Excursion to Mons and Morlanwetz
                                                                                13 October 2018
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Annual General Meeting
The AGM will be held on Friday 26 April at 6 p.m. This is a month later than usual, to coincide with the Anzac weekend (27 and 
28 April).

Anzac Day
The Saturday’s events are traditionally organised by the Association.
•    As usual, the morning will be spent in Beaudignies, with a conference in English on the battle of Beaudignies and the 
liberation of Le Quesnoy. We are planning a dual conference this year, in French and English and in adjacent buildings.
This means the French-speaking members of the Association and other interested locals will be able to benefit and learn more 
about their local history. 
•    A picnic will be served in the village hall, as always.
•    Guided tour: Peace Gardens, Memorial, Museum grounds and Helen Pollock sculpture
•    The evening meal will be held at the restaurant ‘aux Vergers Tellier’, route de Valenciennes.

Two conferences are scheduled.
•    The first will be held on Friday 17 May:  “1914-1918, a war unlike any other” by Philippe Tabary 
•    The second is planned for the autumn. 

Cinéma : 
to mark the liberation of Le Quesnoy on 4 November
We are currently in discussions with a touring cinema and the local film club with a view to showing two films on the theme of 
New Zealand in the local theatre. The final choice of films still has to be made, possibly an adventure film and a children’s film.

Annual excursion 
On Saturday 28 September we will be visiting the new Franco-Australian Museum in Villers-Bretonneux, near Amiens.

 Editorial team: Marie-Jo Burlion - Gérard Richon
 Photographs: Patrick Bauvois - Alain Depelsenaire - Jean-Philippe Froment - Richard Lummus - Guy-Paul Simon
 Layout: Christian Petit
 English translation: Jackie Dupont
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The Association in 2019 In the pipeline :

                                                                                                 The Committee members 



No-one will forget the last few minutes of the Friendship Dinner, when Lucien 
– aka Lulu – sang the traditional French song Le Petit Quinquin, accompanied 
by his accordion. Lucien had been determined not to miss the evening, 
and the song was his way of honouring our visitors from New Zealand. 
Lulu and New Zealand go back a long way. He had always dreamed of visiting 
the Land of the Long White Cloud, and sometimes fate plays its hand.  In 1981, Lucien and Geneviève were travelling around 
Wales when they met and struck up a friendship with Grant and Barbara, two tourists from New Zealand. The two couples pro-
mised to stay in touch and to meet again in New Zealand.
Fast forward to 1999, and the just retired Lucien came across an article in the local paper about a trip to 
New Zealand organised by our new- ly created association. After that first journey, Lucien and 
Geneviève returned twice under their own steam, in 2003 and 2012, and then again in 2017 
with our Association. 
They made lots of other firm friends, including Sue and Tom, Warwick and Catherine, 
and “les copines de Lulu”, always ready to join him in a sing-along.
For many years, Lulu was in charge of the Saturday evening entertainment during the 
Anzac weekend, along with his faithful band of friends. Fun and laughter are 
always guaranteed when Lulu is around, but he can also bring tears to your eyes with his 
accordion music and songs.  Looking back at all the special moments over the years, one in 
particular stands out: Lucien performing Mathilda in the Le Quesnoy 
Town Hall, at the request of the Ambas- sador and in the 
presence of all the dignatories.

Lucien, we would like to thank 
you in the name of all the 
members for everything 
you have done for the 
Association, and hope to 
see you at many future A n z a c 
events!
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A very special 
member of our 
Association


