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                            EDITORIAL
       In my first editorial as the newly elected president of our Association, 
I would like to pay tribute to all those people who have given so much time 
and effort to the Association, particularly during the the past year. I am thinking 
of the current and former members of the Committee, and more particularly of:
- Marie-José Burlion, who served as President for eight years, despite initially accepting the position as a stop-gap for one year 
only! Her vision, enthusiasm and tenacity carried us forward towards what was a milestone in the history of the Association, the 
Centenary. The General Meeting accepted my proposal that she be appointed Honorary Chairman, and we hope she will continue 
to share her wisdom at Committee meetings from time to time.
- Alain Depelsenaire, deputy treasurer, and so much more: an 
active Committee member who could always be counted on 
to come up with new ideas and defend them with conviction, 
a realist who was capable of finding pragmatic solutions. We 
hope he will accept our invitation and attend Committee meetings 
in an advisory capacity (a possibility allowed by the Association’s 
Articles of Association).
- As I write, I am also thinking of those who have marked the 20-
year history of the Association, and especially its first President, 
Michel Delannoy.
But looking forward, we have lots of plans:
- We will, of course, continue to celebrate, welcome, and share 
with our New Zealand visitors. A group of students will be 
attending the 2020 Anzac commemorations, and we are currently 
sourcing host families.
- Before that, for our traditional annual excursion we will be visiting Villers-Bretonneux and Amiens on Saturday 28 September 
(you will find more details at the end of this newsletter). Two weeks later, on Friday 11 October, Jean-Claude Poinsignon will present 
our sixth conference, on the theme of ‘The First World War and Local Artists’.
- Around the same time, we are planning a surprise in association with (and at the initiative of) the Cambridge Brass Band, who 
gave such a splendid performance with the Brass Band du Hainaut and the Le Quesnoy residents’ orchestra last November. It is 
too early to say much, but we are making good progress.
- Autumn will be a busy period for the Association, as we will also be screening one or possibly two films related to New Zealand, 
and we are looking at how we can best mark the 20th anniversary of the Association!
- As a more long-term project, a new trip to New Zealand is planned for 2021. Initially, one of the Committee members has been 
tasked with devising an itinerary. Organising this kind of trip is never easy, and we need to start planning well in advance.
    I and the committee members are proud that as well as strengthening links with New Zealand the Association also has 
a positive impact on our community, bringing together local people from the town of Le Quesnoy and the surrounding villages.                  
Gérard RICHON, Président.
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Our Association: new leadership, 
but our objectives remain the same.
 We held our Annual General Meeting on Friday, 26 April. 
The report on the Association’s activities over the past year, presented 
by Marie-José Burlion, President, and the financial report, presented 
by Olivier Duquesnoy, Treasurer, were unanimously approved 
by the members present. We were then asked to elect two new 
members of the Committee (le Conseil d’Administration), following 
the resignation of Marie-José Burlion, President, and Alain Depelsenaire, 
Deputy Treasurer.
Fortunately, two candidates had previously responded to our call 
for candidates. Both were elected unanimously by a show of hands, and will bring a breath of fresh air to our Association.
The new members are Jean-Philippe Froment, recently retired, who has attended committee meetings regularly over the past 
year as a non-voting guest and was very much involved in the Centenary, and hospital nurse Charlotte Rufin who is passionate 
about New Zealand, a country she has visited several times.
10 of the 11 members attended the first Committee meeting following the General Meeting on 14 May; Olivier Duquesnoy sent 
apologies. In a show-of-hands vote, Gérard Richon (the only candidate) was unanimously elected President and Jean-Philippe 
Froment (the only candidate) was unanimously elected secretary.
Axelle Declerck, Town Councillor in charge of cultural activities, joined the members for the remainder of the meeting. We would 
like to thank Axelle for her time and continued support.

                Homage to our New Zealand Friends
 Jacinda Ardern, the Prime Minister of New Zealand came to Paris on 15 May, two months after the attack on 
Christchurch, largest city of the South Island, struck by radicalism and intolerance despite the reputation of New 
Zealand as an open and welcoming country.
Our own emotion was running high and on Sunday 17 March, 
the Le Quesnoy Town Council and the Association convened 
a gathering at the New Zealand Memorial. A large number of 

Quercitains attended.
Along with ten heads of state, and the chief executives of numerous 
internet companies, following Mr Macron and Ms Ardern’s initiative, a 
meeting was held in Paris in order to take action. The ‘Christchurch 
Appeal’ was launched, a document of three pages outlining the 
commitments by internet companies and governments in 
the fight against extremist and terrorist content on-line.
  Jean-Philippe Froment

              A remarkable lady!
At the beginning of this year, Marie-José Burlion announced that she wished to 
step down as President of the Association Le Quesnoy Nouvelle-Zélande after 8 

years of unfailing service.
We are extremely grateful to her. She very capably guided the Association 
through that time, up to and including the Centenary of the liberation of Le 

Quesnoy by the New Zealand troops on 4 November 1918. She was 
determined that we would give our Kiwi visitors an unforgettable 
welcome, and that the friendship between our two countries would be 
further strengthened and enthusiastically celebrated.
Countless visitors to Le Quesnoy have appreciated Marie-Jo’s strong 
sense of hospitality and generosity. She not only helped them to fulfil 
their duty of remembrance, she welcomed them into her home, at times 

with almost no notice, introduced them to her family and friends, and 
made them feel truly at home.

She organised two successful Association trips to New Zealand in 2013 and 
2017, during which we were able to benefit from her extensive network of 

friends, again thus further consolidating the ties between Le Quesnoy and its 
sister town, Cambridge.

Each and every one of us would like to thank Marie-Jo for her dedication and hard work, 
and hope she will remain actively involved in the Association!  
Mireille Raoult
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                    ANZAC WEEKEND
                    Saturday 27 April 2019
                          ASSOCIATION DAY

 The relatively small number of New Zealand visitors 
this year was no surprise, with the events of last November 
still fresh in everyone’s mind.
We were nevertheless very happy to welcome around twenty 
visitors to our Association Day, and especially Louise Upston, 
MP for Tapuo, and Adrian Macey, former Ambassador of New 
Zealand to France, and his wife.
We opted for a tried and tested formula:
- In the morning, the now traditional conference in English by 
Herbert Farrant, who very kindly joined us once again.
We innovated this year, by offering the same conference in 
French by Raymonde Dramez, Mayor of Beaudignies, in her 
Town Hall. Thank you Raymonde. We plan to keep this dual conference format in the 
future, to ensure everyone can benefit.
- A picnic lunch offered by the Association in Beaudignies Village Hall. Around 50 
people attended.
- In the afternoon around 30 people joined us for a guided tour through the fortifications, 
via the new Belgian and New Zealand Peace Gardens, and to the Memorial. The tour 
ended with a visit of the site of the future New Zealand War Memorial Museum, open 
especially for us, and Helen Pollock’s sculpture, Victory Medal.
- In the evening, 70 people attended our annual Friendship Dinner at the Vergers 
Tellier Restaurant.

                                           

                 The official ceremony at the Monument and the Memorial

Singing for our supper!



4

Editorial team: Gérard Richon - Mireille Raoult - Jean-Philippe Froment
Photographs: Jean-Philippe Froment - Guy-Paul Simon
English translation: Jackie Dupont - Lynette Thorstensen
Layout: Christian Petit

    Philippe Tabary
“14-18 Just another war or a war unlike any other?”

 
Following on from the four conferences offered in 2018 for the Centenary, the Association 
invited Philippe Tabary to speak on 17 May. Before a particularly attentive public, he evoked 

the Great War in his presentation titled: ‘1914 – 1918 - Just another war or a war unlike 
any other?’ Availing himself of many anecdotes and with more than a trace of humour, 
Philippe Tabary concentrated primarily on the human aspects of this conflict and their 

social and political consequences.
This war was vastly different from all preceding wars, in its length, its magnitude 

and its impact on society, notably an unprecedented number of civil and 
military victims, widows and orphans; the countries involved 
underwent a major loss of their élites and faced a declining birth rate 
in the following years. This was also the first time that France 
experienced the deportation of some of its population.
The conflict divided the country into two via a hermetically sealed 
border, which saw the occupied zone subjected to the destruction of 
its industrial fabric, and mining and forestry resources and this had an 

impact on urban and agricultural landscapes still visible to this day. One hundred years after the armistice, munitions continue to 
kill and numerous bodies of soldiers have been discovered.
The First World War demonstrated an unprecedented evolution in weaponry, techniques, equipment, the birth of the war plane, 
submarines and the use of the first armoured vehicles. Its consequences were equally diplomatic, with the globalisation of the 
war, followed by the disappearance of great empires and the creation of small nation states. The political aspects have not been 
forgotten, with the affirmation of more pronounced national sentiment in France, the power of the returned soldier associations 
but also the psychological consequences of the weight of reparations imposed on Germany.
In many respects, the Great War marked the end of the 19th century and the arrival of a new world. Grateful thanks are due to 
Philippe Tabary for this rich and very thorough presentation which captivated the audience.
Our next conference will take place on Friday 11th October and will be given by Jean-Claude Poinsignon, who holds a doctorate in 
art history, on the theme of ‘The First World War and Local Artists’. Mr Poinsignon will particularly look at the works of Desruelles, 
the artist who created Le Quesnoy’s war memorial monument and the memorial plaque to the New Zealanders, within our 
ramparts.              
                          Jean-Philippe Froment
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    Excursion to the Villers-Bretonneux Australian museums
and Amiens cathedral

organised by the Le Quesnoy Nouvelle-Zélande Association
Saturday 28 September 2019

 
 Every year the Association organises a one-day excursion to a remembrance site, and this year we will be travelling to 
Villers-Bretonneux and Amiens, in the Somme.
We will start by visiting the Sir John Monash Centre in Villers-Bretonneux. In 1918, General Sir John Monash became commander 
of the Australian Corps. 
 This very modern museum was officially opened on 24 April 2018 to coincide with the Centenary of the Battle of 
Villers-Bretonneux. Beautifully located close to the Military Cemetery and the Australian National Memorial, the Centre tells 
Australia’s story of the Western Front in the words of those who served. The centre offers an innovative museum experience, 
with a series of interactive media installations and a downloadable app. or audioguide.
 After lunch at a local restaurant we will visit the Villers-Bretonneux Franco-Australian Museum, created when the town 
twinned with Robinvale (Australia).
 
 We will then leave for Amiens and a guided tour of the cathedral.

The coach will leave at 7.45 am from Centre Lowendal, rue Juhel, Le Quesnoy. Expected return time: 8 pm.
Book soon, numbers are limited! Deadline for bookings: 10 September 2018.

For further information, please contact:
                  Gérard Richon +33 (0)3 27 49 09 31 richongerard@orange.fr
     Jean-Philippe Froment +33 (0)3 27 46 68 98 jean-philippe.froment@wanadoo.fr

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Detach and return with payment before 11 September 2018
To : Hôtel de ville [Town Hall], rue du Maréchal Joffre, 59530 Le Quesnoy

Excursion to the Villers-Bretonneux Australian museums and Amiens cathedral 28 September 2019
Departure at 7.45am, Centre Lowendal, 59530 Le Quesnoy.

                Surname : .................................................................  First name : .............................................

                   Number of people: Member(s): ............. x €45 = .....................

     Non-member(s): ............. x €50  =  ....................

                               Payments by cheque please, payable to Association Le Quesnoy Nouvelle-Zélande


