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                          EDITORIAL
                                   This 23rd issue of our 
newsletter focuses on the particularly 
rich exchanges between the people 
of Le Quesnoy and New Zealand 
over the past few months. Judge 
for yourself:
This summer, two young Quercitains 
set off to explore the Land of the 
Great White Cloud.
- For Charlotte Rufin, a member of 
the Association committee since 
May, this was her third trip. She 
describes some of the highlights, 
including the impressive work being 
carried out in Christchurch to erase 
all traces of the 2011 disaster.
- Jonathan Baron decided to take 
time out and go travelling for a year. 
He was our unofficial representative 
at the November 4th commemorations 
in Cambridge (our twin city), which 
coincided with the inauguration of 
the Le Quesnoy Memorial Sculpture. 
We were shown a model of the future 
memorial when we last visited 
Cambridge, back in 2017. 
We are lucky to have two such 
enthusiastic ambassadors!
September and October were full 
of surprises for our committee members, with a number 
of individual visitors and two groups arriving in Le Quesnoy: 
confirmation, if any was needed, of the affection New Zealanders 
have for our town and the continued importance of the events 
in November 1918.
- On 2 October, a group of 30 Maoris visited: Jean-Philippe Froment 
tells us about that very moving day.
- On 5 October, 11 high school students from Christchurch 
accompanied by 16 students from the Lycée Carnot in Dijon and 
two teachers gathered at the New Zealand Memorial, where 
they performed their School Haka. A big thank you to their teacher, 
Suzy Lallemant, for the words of the Haka and some great 
photos.

The association also continues to 
roll out its cultural programme:
- On 28 September, our annual excursion 
took us to Villers-Bretonneux and its 
Australian museums, and then on to 
Amiens to visit a different type of 
remembrance site. See page 7 for 
Mireille Raoult’s account.

- On 11 October, Jean-Claude Poinsignon 
gave our sixth conference in two 
years, on the theme of artists and 
the First World War; he was also 
kind enough to summarise his main 
points in his article on page 8. His 
fascinating presentation has helped 
us to look at wartime works of art, 
and especially war memorials, in a 
fresh light.
- On 7 November, in partnership 
with Quercinéma, we showed the 
film Boy at our local theatre, le 
Théâtre des 3 Chênes. Attendance 

figures were good for this unusual film. More about this in the 
next newsletter.
... Other events are upcoming: we are currently planning 
Anzac Day 2020 and would like to invite you all to join us 
in celebrating the Association’s 20th anniversary. 30 students 
from Cambridge High School will be hosted by families from 
Eugène Thomas College on 24, 25 and 26 April, and will take 
part in the events. 
You will find more details about the Anzac programme in the 
next newsletter ... and some surprises!
Gérard Richon,
President, Association Le Quesnoy New Zealand
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 I arrived in Christchurch on September 2, 2019 and saw 
for myself how much rebuilding work has already been carried 
out, even if there is still a lot to be done. The scars of the 2011 
earthquake are less and less visible, although the restoration of 
the cathedral has not yet begun. That particular project has been 
delayed by controversy but should be rebuilt within the next ten 
years or so, and I look forward to seeing it rise once again above 
the cityscape. Most of the city’s sites have now reopened and 
it was lovely to walk around the Botanic Gardens after visiting 
Canterbury Museum, even if there are not many flowers in this 
season.
 

After three days in Christchurch, I left for Dunedin, the most 
Scottish of New Zealand’s cities. Even the very rainy and sometimes 
foggy weather reminded me of my time in Scotland. Dunedin is a 
lively university city with a strong historical heritage: its University 
is the oldest in New Zealand and it has many impressive Edwardian 
and Victorian buildings.
Just a few miles from the city centre I was able to visit the 
country’s only castle, Larnach Castle.

 
 I then left for Wellington, where I was delighted to meet 
up with the couple who stayed with me during the Le Quesnoy 
Centenary celebrations last November. They showed me parts 
of the city I didn’t know, in particular Mount Victoria, where the 
view is spectacular. The Te Papa museum is still as interesting as 
ever. There is currently an exhibition on Gallipoli, developed in 
partnership with Weta Workshop Studios, that brings to life the 
eight-month Gallipoli campaign. The exhibition is on until April 
2022 so we may see it during the association’s next trip. The city 
of Wellington is surrounded by some of New Zealand’s best scenery, 
with excellent nature trails. 
 
I spent my last few days in the Auckland region and was able to 
visit the very pretty city of Cambridge for the first time, where I 
was shown around by another former visitor to Le Quesnoy, Kevin 
Burgess. Highlights were the church and its famous stained-glass 
window, the museum, the school and the ‘Le Quesnoy Place’ 
subdivision.  
 After a two-week trip, I flew back to France determined 
to return to this beautiful country soon; perhaps in 2021?

Charlotte Rufin: forever dreaming of faraway places!
      Memories of New Zealand 
  

River Avon, Christchurch 

Historical buildings, Christchurch CBD

Near Dunedin station

Larnach Castle

Te Papa Museum, Wellington
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Jonathan Baron:
An occasional but enthusiastic ambassador
 Jonathan Baron, a 26-year-old Quercitain who contacted the Association last July, is currently in New Zealand for 
one year. At the end of July, he set out to discover the North Island via the Te Araroa Trail, a 1,690 km hiking trail that runs 
from Cape Reinga to Wellington and takes in all the facets and landscapes of New Zealand.
He arrived in Cambridge on 3 November and was able to attend the commemoration of the liberation of Le Quesnoy on 4 
November and the unveiling of a new statue to mark the event. He was impressed by the incredible hospitality of the local 
people, and was hosted for over a week by Mike Pettit, President of the Cambridge Le Quesnoy Friendship Association. He 
was also able to meet some of the association’s members, who were happy to talk about our shared history. He spent a few 
hours in the town’s primary school (the former military hospital), where he met teachers and children with a keen interest 
in remembrance work and the links between our two towns. He was also invited to play an active part in the Armistice Day 
ceremony as one of the two French citizens who laid a wreath: an honour he will no doubt remember for a long time!
In January, he plans to cross the South Island on foot (1,400 km) travelling through the mountains, and will no doubt 
discover many other beautiful landscapes and friendly people. He would like to dedicate this hike to the memory of the New 
Zealand soldiers who liberated the town of Le Quesnoy and hopes to be carrying a NZ-France flag as he goes. So, look out 
for him!
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 Le Quesnoy was honoured to receive a visit from 
a group of 30 Maoris who were all descendants of soldiers 
who had fought on the Western Front. They proudly 
wore their forefathers’ military medals, one of which was 
a French Croix de Guerre.
After a traditional Maori welcome, they paid tribute to 
those Maoris who had died so far from home and thanked 
the people of Le Quesnoy for taking care of them. After a 
brief speech by the Mayor, a religious ceremony was led 
by a Maori priest. The visit ended with a reception at the 
Town Hall.

          

Wednesday, 2 October



          These eleven students from Christchurch and their counterparts from Lycée Carnot in Dijon were in a hurry: they 
had just 90 minutes in which to visit Le Quesnoy before heading for Le Chemin des Dames... but they were keen to pay a heartfelt 
tribute to their brave soldiers from 1918 and to honour the culture of their country by performing their school Haka. 
  We met in the building that will house the future museum, where they were able to discover Helen Pollock’s 
sculpture, Victory Medal.

5 October: Shirley Boy’s High School, Christchurch
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Kaea:  Taringa whakarongo, kia mau!!
(le meneur) Listen intently, prepare yourselves!
  Ecoutez! Préparez-vous!
  
Katoa:                   Hī !!         
(le groupe) We are ready :
  Nous sommes prêts!

Kaea:  Taringa whakarongo, ki raro!!
  Listen intently, now descend into position.
  Ecoutez! Descendez pour vous mettre en position!
  
Katoa:  Hi auē, Hī !!
  We are prepared!
  Nous sommes prêts!
  
Kaea:  Ko te Kura Oraka e ngunguru nei
  It is Shirley Boy’s rumbling here before you
  Nous voilà, ce grondement que vous entendez 
  c’est nous!
  
Katoa:  Au, au, auē hā   Hī !!
  With all of our might!
  Et nous sommes puissants!

Kaea:  Ko te kura Oraka e ngunguru nei
  It is Shirley Boy’s roaring here before you
  Nous voilà, devant vous, nous rugissons!
  
Katoa:  Au, au, auē hā     I a ha ha !!
  With all of our valour!
  Nous sommes les hommes de valeur!

Kaea:  Whakatika ki runga
  Arise and reach for great heights
  Levez-vous, la réussite est à votre portée! 

Katoa:  Runga runga rawa e
  Up, up and beyond
  En avant!

Kaea:  Whakatika ki runga
  Stand tall and reach for success
  Dressez-vous et luttez pour le succès!

Katoa:  Runga runga rawa e. 
  Up, up and beyond  
	 	 En	avant!　
  I a ha ha!  
  Yes, with conviction!  
  Oui, on le fera!
  
Runga, Raro, Roto, Waho!
Collectively	gathering	influence	from	up	above,	from	
below, from within and from all around us
On ramasse la force du ciel (nos ancêtres), d’en bas 
(notre histoire), dans nous-mêmes, et de partout (nos 
amis, notre école, la terre…)

Karawhiua ki runga e
Giving it everything we have to succeed!  
On donnera notre âme pour réussir

I a ha ha!
With absolute certainty! 
Oui, on le fera!

(back to the beginning)
Hi !!!!!!

School Haka ‘ORAKA’
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Excursion to Villers-Bretonneux on September 28, 2019
 For our annual excursion to a remembrance site we visited Villers-Bretonneux, which is in the heart of the Somme, just a 
few kilometres from Amiens.
80% of this small but prosperous town of 6,000 inhabitants was destroyed during three days of fighting on 24, 25 and 26 April 1918.
The actions of the Australians were decisive in the outcome of this battle. (1)
Our first visit was to the Sir John Monash Centre (2), where we walked through a series of rooms with wall-to-wall screens 
showing scenes from the lives of Australian soldiers.
We were immersed in a unique experience. Provocative 
and moving, the centre uses contemporary multimedia 
technologies. Period documents are displayed alongside 
new films showing incredibly precise historical 
reconstructions. Oamaru, a small New Zealand 
town with well-preserved period buildings, was 
used to represent Villers-Bretonneux. Locals acted 
in the films, taking part in tough battle scenes in 
mud fields and streets; many found the experience 
quite harrowing.
The highpoint of the visit was the 360° cinema that 
gave us the impression we really were in the midst of 
a battle: the noise of airplane engines, machine-gun 
fire and falling bodies, explosions, screams and 
even smoke billowing up from the floor. The noise, 
violence and sheer chaos were extremely disturbing 
and gave us a glimpse of what people went through 
at the time.

 
 After a relaxing meal at a local restaurant we visited the Victoria School, which was rebuilt in 1927 thanks to donations 
from Australian schoolchildren in the state of Victoria, and the Franco-Australian museum on its first floor. Showcases display 
items relating to the Battle of Villers-Bretonneux, including letters, maps, paintings, posters, uniforms, photographs and soldiers’ 
personal items donated by their families. This museum has recently reopened after a complete renovation financed in part by the 
Australian Government. The museum was founded and is managed by the Association Franco-Australienne de Villers-Bretonneux.
 

 

 We ended our day with a guided 
tour of Amiens Cathedral. This superb gothic 
cathedral which has dominated the city 
for almost eight centuries is the largest in 
France: twice the size of Notre Dame de Paris. 
It survived the Revolution and 2 World Wars. 
It was in a contemplative mood, enchanted 
by the beauty of this exceptional monument, 
that we listened to our guide tell the story of 
this other place of remembrance...

(1) The first Australian troops, 5 volunteer divisions, arrived in France in March 1916.
Villers-Bretonneux was a strategic site. The Germans attacked on 24 April 1918 and captured the town but after a bloody counterattack the Allies recaptured it 
on 25 April. Losses were significant on both sides, with 26,000 casualties in all, including 9,000 deaths.
(2) The Sir John Monash Interpretation Centre was built near the Australian National Memorial by the Australian Government as part of the Anzac Centenary 
Commemorations programme.
In mid-1918, General Monash took command of the Australian Army Corps, the first Australian to rise to this position. A brilliant general, he developed new tactics 
during the last six months of the conflict focusing on the coordination of air and land forces.
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11 October: Conference by Jean-Claude Poinsignon

      In the aftermath of the devastating 
1914-1918 war (1.7 million military 
and civilian deaths in France, 
and over 4 million wounded), 
the French State encouraged 
towns and villages to “glorify 
those heroes who died 
for our country”. 
Catalogues were available, 
offering a range of “off 
the peg” memorials at 
various prices. However, 
many towns preferred 
to commission bespoke 
sculptures from talented 
artists. Several sculptors 
from Valenciennes made a 
name for themselves.

    We sometimes forget that 
parishes also wanted to be 
associated with the com-
memorations, and commissioned 
stained-glass windows, altarpieces, 
paintings and even sculptures, such as the 
one by Alphonse Terroir that can still be seen in 
Sacré-Coeur Church in Valenciennes. Alongside this image 
of the hero priest, the sculptor Félix Desruelles chose to honour 
another local hero, Henri Legrand, a teacher who was executed 
in Valenciennes in 1918. However, the heaviest tribute was paid 
by the more rural population. 

Although most of the war memorials are triumphant and 
nationalistic in tone, such as the cockerel crushing the German 

eagle imagined by Elie Raset 
(Estreux), or even combative 

like Le Grenadier by Alfred-
Alphonse Bottiau (Solesmes), 

many more are highly 
sentimental and some 
are resolutely pacifist. 
We need to study them 
closely to avoid misinter-
pretation. For example, 
Lucien Brasseur’s Le 
Poilu (Havrincourt), 
chinstrap loose, rifle on 
the ground with its sling 
s l a c k ,  f i s t s  o n  h i p s , 
is refusing to fight. The 

Saint -Amand- les  Eaux 
memorial by Albert Patrisse 

is very similar in tone. Some 
of these war memorials are 

real masterpieces, such as the 
Auchel memorial by Félix Desruelles, 

or Brasseur’s powerful and moving 
sculpture in Tourcoing. 

Also noteworthy are those memorials that pay 
tribute to our allies. In Le Quesnoy, the New Zealand 

memorial, which is a bas relief sculpture by Félix Desruelles 
based on a design by A.R. Fraser, cleverly depicts the decisive 
battle. The figures of America and France sculpted by Alfred 
Bottiau in the Château-Thierry memorial, which was commis-
sioned by the Americans, clearly show that this was a 
propaganda exercise with the Americans depicted as the true 
victors!


