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 We had expected the commemoration of Anzac Day and the celebration 
of our Association’s 20th anniversary to be a joyful occasion, sharing memories and looking forward, paying 
respects to the founders of our Association and everyone who has contributed to its success over the years, and 
honouring the young men of New Zealand who fell while liberating our town. 

Things turned out very differently, as you know. At the time of writing we don’t know how long this terrible global 
pandemic will last, but what is most important is that we all come through unscathed to be reunited with our 
families and friends, in good physical health and mentally unscarred by these long weeks of solitude.

Dear members and friends of the Association Le Quesnoy Nouvelle-Zélande, I hope you are well and able to face 
this challenging time with optimism and serenity, taking care of yourselves and of those around you by respecting 
the measures put in place.

The Committee feels it is important that we maintain links with all our members. You 
received a message explaining what we had originally planned for the Anzac 
weekend and proposing some tentative dates for rescheduled events in the 
last few months of the year. 

In this 24th edition of the news- letter you will find more news 
and a - still tentative - calendar of future events; hopefully, we 
will be able to confirm these dates a few weeks from now when 
the results of the lockdown become apparent.

Looking forward to happier days, all the members of the 
Committee send their very best wishes to you and your loved 
ones. We hope to see you again at the AGM and/or the annual 
excursion (still planned for Saturday, 19 September).

Enjoy this issue!
Gérard Richon, President.
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Members of the Association acted on the suggestion by New Zealand’s Ambassador to France 

“We didn’t forget. One minute’s silence at 11 a.m. and then Nicole sang the New Zealand national anthem.”
Nicole and Francis Dassigny
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ANZAC DAY... 
                          small-scale but moving and meaningful 
 
 A few days before Anzac Day (26 April),  Mayor Marie Sophie Lesne contacted Mr Georges 
Lagny, representative of the local veterans’ associations, and Gérard Richon, president of our association, 
to consider the possibility of staging a symbolic event at the New Zealand Memorial. 
  Meanwhile, Her Excellency Ms Jane Coombs, New Zealand’s Ambassador to France, sent a message 
to local institutional stakeholders expressing her wish that the population might commemorate the day 
with a thought or symbolic gesture in their own homes. 
 At 11 a.m. on Anzac Day a short ceremony was held, at which the Mayor and Messrs. Lagny and 
Richon were joined by the Sous-Préfet Alexander Grimaud. No members of the public were present, and 
social distancing rules were respected.
 After the wreath laying, Ms Lesne gave a short but moving speech in which she assured our friends 
in New Zealand, victims of the pandemic like us, that they are very much in our thoughts. 
The church and belfry bells rang out while Association members and locals commemorated the event in 
their own homes: standing together, although physically apart.

   
             

                      A message from Ambassador Coombs

         Following the commemoration in Le Quesnoy we were delighted and honoured to receive a 
message of best wishes and thanks from Ambassador Jane Coombs, Ambassador to France, Cote d’Ivoire, 
Monaco, Portugal and Senegal, Permanent Representative to the OECD.

 Ambassador Coombs expressed her sadness that she had been unable to join us in Le Quesnoy 
this year, and her gratitude for our remembrance and continued support. She added that the images of 
this year’s ceremony, which were no less moving than in other years, had been posted on the Embassy’s 
social networks. 

 Ambassador Coombs hopes to be present in Le Quesnoy next year to share the occasion with us.



   Inauguration of the Passchendaele and Le Quesnoy Peace Gardens
        On Tuesday 19 November 2019, our association was represented at the inauguration of two new peace gardens. 

In the morning we left for Passchendaele on a coach laid on by the Town Hall, together with a class of primary school 
pupils and representatives of other local societies and associations. The French garden, nestled in the museum 
grounds, was inaugurated in the presence of Her Excellency Hélène Farnaud-Defromont, Ambassador of France in 
Belgium, Marie-Sophie Lesne, Mayor of Le Quesnoy and Vice-President of the Hauts-de-France Region, Dirk Sioen, 
Mayor of Zonnebeke, and representatives of Belgian and French veterans’ associations. 

The garden was created by French landscape gardeners Mathieu Gontier et Pierre David and entitled «Jardin de 100 
ans». It sits in a clearing and evokes the victory of nature and the forest over landscapes devastated by years of combat. 
After the speeches, pupils from Chevray school in Le Quesnoy performed the European anthem ‘Ode to Joy’. We then 
headed back to the Museum for a light lunch.

 On our arrival in Le Quesnoy, we were joined by several more members of the Association for the inauguration 
of the Belgian garden. This peace garden, entitled «A l’assaut des remparts», was created by Mathieu Allain and Thomas 
Van Eeckhout. Like a mirror reflection, it projects the walls onto the lawn below. A second performance of Ode to Joy 
was the opportunity for another class of primary school pupils to take part in the event.

Sir Donald McKinnon, Chair of the New Zealand War Memorial Museum to be opened in Le Quesnoy, was in the area 
on the day and was able to attend the inauguration.
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Le temps est loin de nos vingt ans

Des coups de poings, des coups de sang

Mais qu’à c’la n’tienne : c’est pas fini

On peut chanter quand le verre est bien rempli

Buvons encore une dernière fois

À l’amitié, l’amour, la joie

On a fêté nos retrouvailles

Ça m’fait d’la peine

Mais il faut que je m’en aille

...

Je suis parti changer l’étoile

Sur un navire, j’ai mis la voile

Pour n’être plus qu’un étranger

Ne sachant plus très bien où il allait 

...

J’t’ai raconté mon mariage

À la mairie d’un p’tit village

Je rigolais dans mon plastron

Quand le maire essayait d’prononcer mon nom 

...

         

 GRAEME ALLWRIGHT
 Graeme Allwright, singer-songwriter and friend of Le Quesnoy who performed 
in our town on a number of occasions and most memorably in 2004 and 2014, passed 
away on 10 February 2020 at the age of 94 in Couilly-Pont-aux-Dames (Seine et 
Marne).
Anyone who has watched him perform will remember his on-stage presence, simplicity, 
elegance and rapport with his audience.
Born in New Zealand, Graeme was a singer, composer and song writer with an impressive 
grasp of the intricacies of the French language. An artist inspired by American folk 
songs, Leonard Cohen and Bob Dylan, he also adapted many English songs into 
French, including the Christmas hit ‘Old Toy Trains’ (‘Petit Garçon’).
Graeme was still a teenager when he left New Zealand for London. In 1948 
he met the actress Catherine Dasté, who became his wife. The couple 
moved to Burgundy where Graeme had a number of different jobs, 
gradually becoming fluent and fully integrated into French culture. He 
began composing and adapting American songs and, encouraged by his 
friends, moved to Paris in 1960. He performed regularly at the fashionable 
Paris cabaret bar Contrescarpe where he met the singers Colette Magny 
and Marcel Mouloudji, who both encouraged him to compose his own 
songs. He recorded and released two albums of protest songs in 1960 
and 1968.
At the age of 40, his songs perfectly captured the mood of the students 
who powered the protests that swept across France in May 1968. His career 
took off in a big way and his songs became a way of life, a philosophy, something 
to be shared. His non-conformist lyrics denouncing injustice with gentle mockery 
and calling for freedom struck a chord with audiences of all ages.
Graeme Allwright campaigned against social injustice and the oppression of 
the weak by the strong and powerful, spreading a message of peace and 
non-violence. He sought to change the world by encouraging us to change 
the way we think, and firmly believed that individual change could reverse 
society’s materialistic values. We are proud to have known such a visionary 
artist and lovely human being. 

         Graeme Allwright performing in Le Quesnoy in 2004.

Excerpt from the lyrics of one of 
Graeme Allwright’s most beautiful 
and personal songs: «Il faut que je 
m’en aille» (I’ve got to go now)



         

 GLOBAL SOLIDARITY IN ACTION! 
 

                                                   Above: lockdown with Michèle!

 Monday 23 March 2020: New Zealand had already implemented Alert Level 3 
restrictions, and things were about to get even more complicated for foreign travellers 
still in the country.  Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern announced that the country would 
move to level 4 on 25 March. Government instructions were clear: to contain the spread of 
COVID-19, as of midnight on Wednesday everyone must stay where they are until the end 
of lockdown. 

 A young French couple were rescued thanks to the ‘Le Quesnoy-New Zealand’ 
network! In their own words:
 “We panicked when we heard the announcement. We didn’t have any accommodation 
for the lockdown period, our plane tickets had been cancelled at the last minute because 
the borders had been closed and we had to return our leased vehicle. Given the emergency, we 
contacted the ‘Association Le Quesnoy-Nouvelle-Zélande’, which jumped to help despite 
the 12-hour time difference! They put us in contact with Greg Moyle, who in turn introduced 
us to Michèle Whitecliffe. Just a few hours after our initial phone call, we were given a wonderfully 
warm welcome by that lovely lady who took us into her home for the lockdown period. 
We would like to thank the Association for its speedy and efficient response in what were 
unprecedented circumstances, Greg Moyle for his help and kindness, and Michèle Whitecliffe 
for her caring, warm and generous welcome. Thank you to all, it was a real miracle!” 

 The couple spent two weeks with Michèle Whitecliffe before they were able to 
return to France on one of the few flights operating during the worst of the crisis. Two 
wonderful weeks of fun and laughter which all three will no doubt remember for many 
years to come!

 Rémi Cousin and Laurine Hequet (Mireille Canion’s granddaughter) were helped 
by Marie-José Burlion, who put them in touch with Greg Moyle. 
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LOOKING FORWARD : 
September-November 2020

We are cautiously looking forward and hope to be able to hold some new and/or rescheduled 
events in the Autumn – subject, of course, to developments and restrictions.
 1) The Committee met on 28 May and will meet again on 26 June, with all the appropriate 
social distancing measures in place, to review the situation and decide on future action.

 2) Our annual excursion will go ahead as planned on Saturday 19 September. This year we 
will be returning to Arras to visit the Wellington Tunnels: a permanent reminder of World War I left 
by tunnellers from New Zealand …. After lunch in a local restaurant we will explore the Citadelle 
and the towns’ architectural and historic treasures.
 Members will receive further details and the booking form in August.

 3) Wednesday, 4 November: Commemoration of the liberation of Le Quesnoy. We will be 
proposing a fuller programme than usual:
 - 3.30 p.m.: Annual General Meeting of the Association Le Quesnoy Nouvelle-Zélande: 
report on activities, financial report, future prospects, etc.
 - 5.30 p.m.: Inauguration of a bench offered by the Association.
 - Ceremony at the New Zealand Memorial.
 - Evening: join us for drinks and nibbles. We are also looking into the possibility of some 
type of entertainment at the theatre.

 4) On or before Armistice Day (exact date to be confirmed), we will be showing a 
documentary on New Zealand in partnership with our local cinema club, Quercinema. This will be 
our second joint event. We are currently sourcing the film.

 5) Friday, 20 November, 7.30 p.m., Town Hall:
     Conference by Ms Jeanne-Marie Dineur, senior teacher of English and member of an 
international research group: “Three female navigators in the South Seas: adventurers or explorers?”

              
                 We hope to see you again at some or all of the above events – fingers crossed!


